
February 2022 Family Newsletter

Director’s Letter

Dear Families,

We have successfully completed the enrollment season at VAIS, allowing us to fill our

Kindergarten class for the 2022-2023 school year! We look forward to welcoming new families

as well as younger siblings of our current families.

During the school year, VAIS teachers meet with families for conferences in October and

February or March and provide report cards in January and June. At conferences, families have the opportunity to meet with

teachers to discuss their child’s growth and progress during the current academic year. Connecting with families these four times is

an important part of the educational process and we enjoy our time with each of you. Thank you for taking the time to meet with

us as well!

Please continue to send your child to school prepared to go outside. Boots, snow pants, coats, hats and mittens/gloves will still be

needed as we finish February and move into March.  In addition, do label everything your child wears, allowing for easy returns of

items left outside or dropped in the hallways.

During the pandemic, staff and students were required to bring a water bottle to school for water consumption. Recently, all water

fountains across VASD were turned on, as an additional option for staff and students. While the water fountains can be used, we

encourage students and staff to continue to bring a water bottle to school as an option for drinking water. We have discovered it is

a huge time saver for water bottles to be used and prevents kiddos from being lined up in the hallway to get a drink.

We trust you have seen the Mitigation update provided by Dr. Clardy on Monday, February 21. Below is a brief summary:

Effective March 1, 2022, and in alignment with public health, VASD will adhere to the new guidance by making face coverings highly

encouraged and recommended, rather than required, in all school buildings. Face coverings will remain required on all school buses

due to federal requirements. All guidance will apply to students as well as adults.

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter! We are excited to share all the great things happening in our school

community. Another time to find out more about our school is to join us for a Community Gathering. Our next one is coming up on

Thursday, March 17, 2022 at 7:35am.  Zoom link will be sent via School Messenger in March.  We hope to “see” you there!

With Gratitude,

Ann Princl

https://www.tsa.gov/coronavirus/faq#:~:text=Travelers%20and%20the%20general%20public%20must%20wear%20masks%20when%20utilizing,other%20forms%20of%20public%20transportation
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News from the Music Room

We have had a busy month of singing, instrument playing,
musical dramatization, and games. The 4/5s and 2/3s enjoyed
an “Escape Room” where they
had to solve musical puzzles in
teams. They also worked in
teams for the “Musical Winter
Games,” where they practiced
their rhythmic dictation,
understanding, and note
reading on the treble clef. We
have focused heavily on
musical literacy and rhythmic



poetic connections and sung songs both old and new. K/1s have learned musical singing games such as “Who Has the Valentine?”
They have done a lot of musical listening and movement activities and learned songs and dances such as “Tingalayo” and “Rig a Jig

Jig” among others. In addition, 1st and 2nd graders learned all about “Peter and the Wolf” by Prokofiev this month.

Congratulations, Yingying Reiter!

Yingying Reiter, the 4/5 Mandarin teacher at VAIS, was recently certified by the
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) as an ACTFL Oral
Proficiency Interview (OPI) Tester. The certification is ACTFL OPI Tester of Chinese
with Full Certification, which "requires a candidate be able to demonstrate a
speaking proficiency of Superior. This certification will allow you to rate interviews
officially from Novice to Superior."  Congratulations Ms. Reiter!!

ACTFL standards and its OPI Tests are nationwide and authoritative. The American
Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) sets standards for
nationwide academic institutions and language teachers. The ACTFL Certified OPI
Testers can "conduct OPIs within their own academic institutions for internal
purposes such as placement, graduation requirement, research, and program
evaluation" as well as "assist with setting program goals and evaluation program
outcomes." In other words, all world language teachers and academic institutions
are required to follow ACTFL standards. For example, Wisconsin DPI requires world
language teacher candidates to take the ACTFL OPI tests to be certified to be world
language teachers. Additionally, the STAMP tests used in our school district follow
the ACTFL standards.

Too Much Fun on 2/2/22!

Thank you for your participation and support of 2/2/22 Day! We found lots of

ways to celebrate by dressing in tutus and as twins and triplets. During library

classes, students had opportunities to check out one of the many sets of

"double books" and have a mini book club with a friend. We honored the

actual twins of NCS/VAIS via the slide at left, and Mr. Gundlach's group ended

the day with a perfectly timed photo at 2:22:22.

https://www.actfl.org/assessment-research-and-development/tester-rater-certifications/opi-tester-certification
https://www.actfl.org/assessment-research-and-development/tester-rater-certifications/opi-tester-certification
https://www.actfl.org/resources/about-actfl
https://www.actfl.org/resources/about-actfl
https://dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/tepdl/pdf/content-test-World-Language.pdf
https://avantassessment.com/blog/avant-stamp-and-the-actfl-proficiency-guidelines


Drop off and Pick Up

Thank you for helping our drop off and pick up times go safely and smoothly.  As a

reminder, here are our arrival and dismissal times:

START TIMES:
Every Monday:  Late Start at 9:25 am; Supervision outside begins at 9:10 am
Tuesday-Friday: School starts at 7:20 am; Supervision outside begins at 7:05 am

DISMISSAL TIME:
Monday-Friday: School dismisses at 2:20 pm.

Recently, our district security observed our drop off and pick up times, to ensure safety

and improve traffic flow.  Below are the suggestions provided to streamline this process

at our site.

Drop Off

● Please pull up as far as possible when arriving. Avoid leaving extra space between vehicles.

● When your child exits the vehicle, pull away carefully.

● If your child is not able to exit the vehicle immediately, please pull into the parking lot. The first two rows are reserved for

families.

● If you pull into the parking lot with your child in your vehicle, please exit your vehicle with your child, and guide them to

the sidewalk where students line up.

Pick Up

● When arriving at 2:10 or later, please pull up as far as possible when arriving. Avoid leaving extra space between vehicles.

● If you arrive prior to 2:10pm, please pull into the first or second row of the parking lot to wait.



● If you drive a vehicle, and will be waiting for your child on the sidewalk, you must park in the parking lot.

Thank you! We appreciate your support.

Bring Your Smile to School!

Spring Pictures will be taken on Wednesday, March 2.  All students will be getting their picture taken with
HR Imaging.  A couple of weeks after picture day, a proof will be sent home in your child’s backpack. If after
viewing this proof, you would like to purchase a Spring Picture Package please order packages from the HR
Imaging website at shophrimaging.com.  Orders may only be done online. Picture purchases are
completely optional.

Note of Thanks from the Community Relations Committee

Thank you to everyone for a great recruitment season for VAIS. We held

two tours, info night, and Chinese Mini School, as well as participating in

district-wide Charter School Info Night. Information was distributed to

Pre-K programs, local daycares, and incoming 3K/4K families. Thank you to

all the volunteers for staffing these events. Thank you to everyone for

promoting VAIS through word-of-mouth, online reviews and posts, and

yard signs. We are happy to report that at the conclusion of recruitment

season, only a handful of spots remain in the kindergarten class of

2022-2023. It takes a community to fill a class, and we are so lucky to have

all of you!

Have ideas for recruitment for next year? Want to know more about the Community Relations Committee? Please join us at the

next committee meeting on Tuesday, March 8, 6:30-8:30 p.m. where our main agenda item will be to debrief from recruitment

season. For further details, please email Kelly Gibson at family@thegibsonhome.org or Paige Jany at plwallac@gmail.com.

http://shophrimaging.com/
mailto:family@thegibsonhome.org
mailto:plwallac@gmail.com


School Climate Committee Meeting

The School Climate Committee will be held on Wednesday, March 2, from 6-7 PM. It will be at Boulder Brew Pub in Verona. Come

join us for discussion and idea sharing about ways we can work together as a parent community to foster inclusive and kind

behavior at school and be proactive in helping students engage with one another in positive ways. Questions? Contact Grace Flores

at gkulkoski@gmail.com

Get Your Cookie On with the

VAIS GIrl Scout Troop!

Interested in learning more about Girl Scouts? Want to sample the

new Girl Scout cookie the Adventureful?

Please join us on Saturday, March 5 at 11am for Girl Scout Story

Time at Kismet Books. This exciting event will be the VAIS Girl Scout

Troop’s kickoff to cookie season. We’ll also be hosting a drive-thru

cookie booth in the VAIS parking lot on Sunday, March 6, from

10am-2pm.

Parents, want to know how to pair your cookies with the perfect

beer? Join us Sunday, March 13 between 2-4pm at Hop Haus

Brewery in Fitchburg. Hop Haus will pair 3 of their beers each with a

different Girl Scout cookie. Girls will be on hand to sell you full boxes

of those cookies as well as the rest of our cookies to take home.

More information will be posted on the VAIS Parents Facebook page,

but feel free to email us at gstroop8606@gmail.com with any

questions.

VAIS 4th & 5th graders Perform

"Meng Jiangnu-The Legend of The Great Wall"

This Chinese play tells a story that happened in the Qin Dynasty 2000 years ago. Lady Meng Jiang's husband was pressed into

service by imperial officials and sent as corvee labor to build the Great Wall of China. Lady Meng Jiang heard nothing after his

departure, so she set out to bring him winter clothes. Unfortunately, by the time she reached the Great Wall, her husband had

already died. Hearing the bad news, she wept so bitterly that a part of the Great Wall collapsed, revealing his bones.

mailto:gkulkoski@gmail.com


Welcome Student Teacher/Practicum Students!

Vivienne Wooldridge
Student Teacher at VAIS



2/3 Grades with Yumeng Wang

My name is Vivienne Wooldridge, and I was so excited to start at VAIS on January 24, 2022! I will continue to be at VAIS through
June 9, 2022. I will be present Monday-Thursday during the regular school hours and on Fridays from 7:20-11:00.

I am a student at UW-Madison studying Elementary Education with an ESL focus, as well as Chinese. I have been studying Chinese
since I was young and feel so lucky to be able to use my language skills here at VAIS! After graduating college, I plan to teach English
in Taiwan, then eventually come back to the US to teach.

Xianying Zhou
Practicum Learning at VAIS
4/5 Grades with Yingying Reiter

Hello, my name is Xianying Zhou. I am studying Elementary Education at Edgewood College. I
used to be an English teacher in China. I love working with children. I have an 11-year-old
daughter. She is very sweet and kind.  The most beautiful thing in my life is to watch children
grow, guide them, and inspire them to be healthy and successful.

I am planning to come to Mrs. Reiter’s classroom on Thursday mornings. I am very excited, and I
am looking forward to working with the students!

Shuheng Chen
MCEA/ESL Practicum 2
K/1 Grades with Lumei Huang

My name is Shuheng Chen, and I’ll be at VAIS starting on Feb 9, all day Wednesdays and half day
Thursdays until lunch.

I’m a junior student from UW-Madison studying Elementary Education middle childhood through
early adolescence ESL. I’m from Beijing, China, and I'm bilingual in Chinese and English. I feel so
lucky to have the chance to be at VAIS! I view my teaching strengths as patience, observant, and
loving. I’m eagerly looking forward to working and learning at VAIS!

Library and Classroom Support Volunteers Needed!
Can you give 1 hour of your time on Friday mornings? There are always plenty of projects that keep the
library running smoothly and assist classroom teachers with project prep. No prior experience is necessary,
and your help is greatly appreciated! At this time, Fridays from 10:45-11:45 am are reserved for VAIS parent
volunteers. March and April spots have recently been added. Please sign up via Sign Up Genius. If another
day/time works better for you, please contact Ms. Roltgen at roltgent@verona.k12.wi.us Thank you for your
kind consideration and support!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044aadaa2ea7fa7-vais4
mailto:roltgent@verona.k12.wi.us

